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Greetings
At the the annual meeting of the Coun-
cil of Graduate Departments of Psy-
chology (COGDOP), Chairs compared 
notes on who is suffering the largest 
budget cuts.  The responses ranged 
from budget surpluses (e.g., North Da-
kota) to a 30% cut in the higher educa-
tion budget cut (Nevada).  The 10% cut 
to the CSU budget falls somewhere in 
the middle.  I hope we learn soon how 
the CSU budget reduction impacts the 
SDSU, College of Sciences, and our 
own Department budgets.  Stay tuned.

Cheers,
Jörg

PS. Send feedback, comments, correc-
tions, etc. to  gmatt@sciences.sdsu.edu

Department
Explore SDSU 2009

SDSU Open House is right around the 
corner – Saturday, March 21.  The Psy-
chology Department will be repre-
sented in the Sciences and Technology 
Village.  If you are interested in joining 
our Psychology Department tables, 

please let me know.  You are welcome to 
come for a few hours or the entire day.  

Department Colloquium

Please encourage your undergraduate 
and graduate students to attend our 
Department Colloquium series. 

March 13: Paul Gilbert (10:45-11:45)
Identifying behavioral markers of dys-
function during the preclinical stages of 
Huntington’s disease and in older adults 
at risk of Alzheimer’s disease

April 10: Jean Twenge (10:45-11:45)
The Narcissism Epidemic:  Evidence from 
the Culture and Individuals

May 8: Stephen K. Reed (11:00-11:50)
Transfer as a Mapping across Situations

Colloquia take place in Gold Auditorium 
located in the BioScience Center (Life Sci-
ences North Addition).

Faculty Meeting

Our second faculty meeting this semester 
is on Friday, 3/13, at Noon.  The agenda 
includes (1) Awards Ceremony for Psy-
chology Graduates on May 2 organized 
by PsiChi/Psychology Club; (2) Update 
from our Safety/Security Task Force; (3) 
Fundraising: Discussion of priorities and 

strategies.  We will be joined by Ben 
Moraga, Pam Becker and Stephanie 
Scollo (University Development). 

Department Retreat: 
Friday, May 1

Just a reminder... Our Department 
retreat will take place on Friday May 1 
at the visitor center of the Mission 
Trails Regional Park.  There will be 
great discussion, gorgeous scenery, 
and excellent food and drink.  If you 
have not been at Mission Trails Park 
recently, take a look at http://
www.mtrp.org/visitor_center.asp.  

Study Groups
Please don’t forget to ask Maureen to 
post meeting schedules on the De-
partment calendar.  Maureen can also 
show you how to subscribe to our 
Department Google calendar.  The 
latest updates can be found at: 
http://www.psychology.sdsu.edu/new-web/ 

Budget Updates

Sally Roush’s, budget updates have 
reached #15.  As of 2/24, SDSU’s share 
of the 09/10 budget cut is some-where 
between $1.87 mill and $6.12 mill.  
Sally Roush’s evaluation of the 
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expected impact: challenging but 
manageable.  The latest budget news 
can be found at: 
http://advancement.sdsu.edu/
budgetcentral/index.html

Undergraduate
Another Impressive Ranking
In 2007, our Department ranked 4th in 
the nation for graduating Hispanic stu-
dents with a BA Degree in Psychology: 
http://www.diverseeducation.com/Ps
ychologyHispanicAmerican07.asp

Student Research Symposium

The 2nd Annual SDSU Student 
Research Symposium (SRS) was a 
rousing success.  Thanks and 
congratulations to all student 
researchers, their mentors, and the 
judges!

The following undergraduate stu-
dents received Provost Awards:

Yosef Nacach
Undergraduate Psychology
Dietary Choline Deficiency 
Exacerbates the Effects of Prenatal 
Alcohol Exposure on Physical and 
Behavioral Development. Mentor: 
Jennifer Thomas

Lacy Olson
Undergraduate, Psychology
Indexing Cognitive Control Processes 
using Event-related Potential. 
Mentor: Emilio Ulloa

Anastacia Tobin
Undergraduate, Psychology
Age-related Deficits in Temporal 
Order Memory in Non-demented 
Older Adults. Mentor: Paul Gilbert

Jessica Winet
Undergraduate, Psychology
Do We See Barack Obama and John 
McCain as Equally American? It 
Depends on Our Lenses! Mentor: 
Thierry Devos

Javier Galvez
Undergraduate, Psychology
Co-Presenters: Leticia Villalobos, Mar-
tha Merino, Alissa Ramos, Joseph Pip-
kin, Elizabeth Monge, Sonia Villafana, 
Johanna Pinedo and Joanna Sesma
Adoption of the Thin-Ideal and Body 
Image in Latinas.  Faculty Mentor: 
Elizabeth Cordero

Commencement 2009 Dates

Important information for Psychology 
students and faculty about 
commencement can be found at
http://www.psychology.sdsu.edu/new-
web/news/Commencement2009.htm

Rehearsal: Thursday, May 21 @ 8:00 
AM in Cox Arena. 

College of Sciences Commencement: 
Sunday, May 24 @ 1 PM in Cox Arena.  

Main Ceremony: 5/24 @ 1 PM
This ceremony will remain the same as 
last year.  We expect it to take about 45 
minutes.  The President's platform 
party will attend.

Name Reading Ceremony:  5/24 @ 2 PM.  
Names will be read for the Masters and 
Bachelor graduates.  Professional name-
readers will be present to announce the 
graduates.  This ceremony is expected 
to take about 75 min.

Reception: 5/24 @ 3:15ish PM
The University will sponsor an 
informal reception for Departments 
immediately following the Name 
Reading Ceremony.  Specific details for 
the informal reception will be 
announced soon. 

The faculty deadline for renting rega -
lia from Aztec Shops is March 27. You 
should have received an email from 
Nicole Oppenheimer (SDSU Book-
store) with an order form attached.  If 
you place your order after March 27th, 
getting your school colors in the hood 
cannot be guaranteed.

Psi Chi/ Psychology Club

Psi Chi-Sponsored Awards Ceremony
For the first time ever, SDSU’s Psi Chi 
Chapter, the national honors society in 
psychology, is sponsoring a 
Psychology Awards Ceremony on 
May 2 from 2-5 PM. The ceremony is 
open to all graduating psychology 
majors and their families. Seating is 
limited, and there is a maximum of 4 
guest tickets for each graduating 
senior. Seats will be granted on a first 
come, first served basis. Tickets are $15 
each and can be purchased in the Psi 
Chi office, LS 114. Every person at the 
event, including graduating seniors, 
will need a ticket for entry.  Melinda 
Schuricht, President of PsiChi/
Psychology Club will provide more 
detail at the Faculty Meeting on 
Friday, March 13. 

Other Spring 09 Events

Sunday, March 15 @ Noon: Faculty vs 
Student Annual Softball Game, Lake 
Murray Little League fields.  (For di-
rection, see Emilio’s e-mail on 5/7)

Wednesday, March 18, @ 6 PM: Bowl-
ing at Aztec Center

Saturday, March 28 @ 8 AM: Walk for 
Thought

Saturday, April 11:  Psi Chi Ceremony 

Saturday, April 18 7:30 AM:  NAMI 
Walk in Balboa. More info TBA

Friday, April 24:  Padres Game VS PIT. 
More info TBA

Saturday, May 2:  Psi Chi sponsored 
Graduation Ceremony. More info TBA

Wednesday, May 6 1-2: Scripps Cot-
tage end of the semester party. 

Saturday, May 9: End of the year Bonfire
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Graduate
Student Research Symposium 

The following graduate students re-
ceived Provost Awards at the 2nd 
Annual SDSU Student Research 
Symposium:

Philip Lai
Master’s Psychology
Music and Emotions in Williams 
Syndrome. Mentor: Judy Reilly

Smriti Shivpuri
Doctoral, Clinical Psychology
Does Gender Matter?  The 
Relationship Between Chronic Stress 
Type and Risk for Heart Disease. 
Mentor: Linda Gallo

Congratulations to Philip, Smriti. 
Judy, and Linda!

MA/MS

The MasterÕs Committee extended 
invitations to join our program to 54 
of the 163 applicants.  Eight appli-
cants were placed on the wait list. 
Once we know which students ac-
cept our offer, Radmila Prislin will 
provide a more detailed analysis of 
their credentials.

JDP

The JDP is pleased to announce that 
14 students have successfully 
completed the APPIC internship 
match. These 14 students will be 
heading for the following places 
next year: Boston Consortium in 
Clinical Psychology; Brown 
University School of Medicine; 
Sharp Healthcare; St. Luke's 
Roosevelt Hospital Center;  UCLA-
Semmel Institute for Neuroscience; 
University of Florida Health 
Sciences Center; University of 
California, San Diego/VA 
Consortium; Yale University School 
of Medicine; Veterans' 
Administration Healthcare Systems 
in Seattle, Sepulveda, and West Los 

Angeles.  We wish all of the students 
who are taking this final step to 
completing their degree good luck.

At the other end of the Ph.D. cycle, 
new applicants to our JDP interviewed 
on February 23 and 24 at SDSU and 
UCSD, and offers have been made to 
the top choices. While many have 
already accepted, we are still waiting 
to hear form some.  Elizabeth Klonoff 
will provide more information about 
our incoming class when we have a 
better idea of the composition.

Faculty
Oscar Kaplan Postdoctoral 
Fellowship

The search for the 2009-2011 Oscar 
Kaplan Postdoctoral Fellow in Develop-
mental Issues continues. The application 
deadline is May 15, 2009.

Announcement, policies and proce-
dures, and bios of former and the cur-
rent fellows are available at: 
http://www.psychology.sdsu.edu/Ka
plan/kap-main.htm

This fellowships is the result of a 
$750,000 endowment by the  Kaplan 
family.  Read more about Oscar 
Kaplan’s legacy at:  
http://www.psychology.sdsu.edu/Ka
plan/kap-legacy.htm

In the News ... 
Hot Off the Press ...

Thank you for sending us your news 
and in-print items for the Department 
website.  Several items were picked-up 
from there for the College of Science 
website and by SDSU’s Media Relations 
Office.

To be listed in the “Hot Off the Press” 
section, publications must be "in print" 
and have a complete reference.  Please 
submit to Lorah Bodie (with cc to me):

(1) a complete reference (APA format) of 
your hot-off-the-press work

(2) a URL to the abstract,  the full-
manuscript, a newspaper coverage, a 
press release, etc.
(3) In the Subject line of your e-mail, 
please write: hot off the press.
You may send all or just a few of your 
publications, you are the judge.  But 
please, do send them!

Traveling?   
Sorry for bringing this up again ... Don’t 
forget to submit your T-2 form  before 
traveling to conferences, study sections, 
workshop, etc.  The form can be found at: 
http://bfa.sdsu.edu/ap/travelmanual/tr
avmansec51800.htm

Staff
New Work-Study Assistant

In addition to Galina Storozhenko and 
Wenda Ny, we have now filled our 
third work-study position in the 
Department Office:  Please welcome 
Delene Almissouri.

Emeritus
Lunches?

The emeritus lunches have recently 
suffered from low attendance.  Please 
contact Al Hillix if you would like to 
join the group (ahillix@cox.net).

Alumni
Next Meeting

The Psychology Chapter of the SDSU 
Alumni Association meets  
Wednesday, March 25  @ 7:30 PM at 
Cutter's Point Coffee  (6011 El Cajon 
Blvd.).  They will discuss upcoming 
events and start planning an "All 
Years' Reunion" to take place around 
the same time as the APA conference 
2010 in San Diego.
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Miscellaneous
Softball BBQ and Fundraiser: 
Sunday, March 15

Psi Chi is hosting our annual BBQ/
Softball fundraiser.  This event 
provides a great opportunity for 
faculty and students to interact 
outside of research labs and 
classrooms.  Please come and 
support the department and our 
undergraduates by attending the 
big softball game and BBQ on 
Sunday.

Come and eat and play or come and 
eat and watch.  Please invite your 
friends and family and help us 
increase attendance.  We scheduled 
it specifically to avoid SIOP and 
WPA- so you have no excuse this 
year.  Let Emilio Ulloa know if you 
would like to play 
(eulloa@sciences.sdsu.edu). 

Tomato Fundraiser
Spring is in the air, and my heirloom 
tomato seeds are in the ground.  
Leave some space in your garden or 
on your balcony:  There will be about 
50 unusual heirloom tomato 
seedlings available for adoption in 
early April via the Psi Chi/
Psychology Club Fundraiser.

Birdathon 2009

It’s Birdathon time and Vanessa 
Malcarne, Kennon Kashima, Rick 
Ingram, and I will soon search San 
Diego County for all things 
feathered.  If you are not familiar 
with the event, the goals of the event 
is to identify as many bird species in 
a 24 hour period as possible.  In a 
good year, we see about 100 
different pecies.  We are asking for 
pledges per identified species to be 
donated to the San Diego Chapter of 
the Audubon Society. 

If you are interested in joining us for 
a few hours of birding, meet us at 
8:30 AM on Saturday, March 14, at 

the entrance of the Santee Lakes 
Regional Park (9040 Carlton Oaks Dr, 
Santee).  If you would like to make a 
donation, please contact Vanessa or 
me.

Puzzle

What exactly is Lorah holding and 
what did she dispose of soon 
thereafter?

!
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